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SUBJECT:  UK  PRIME  MINISTER  BROWN  VISITS  HELMAND;  WELCOMES  ANSF  FOCUS  AND  SEEKS  METRICS  TO  MEASURE  WAR  EFFORT 
Classified  By:  Classified  By:  Ambassador  Karl  W.  Eikenberry,  Reasons  1.  4 (b)  and  (d). 

f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  UK  Prime  Minister  Gordon  Brown  visited  Camp  Leatherneck  (Helmand  province)  August  30  and  met  with  Ambassador  Eikenberry,  COMI£ 
T2 . (C)  SUMMARY  CONT'D:  The  Ambassador  highlighted  the  sizable  increase  in  U.S.  civilians  in  the  country  and  proposed  expanded  financial  commit 
COMISAF:  Situation  Serious,  But  War  Winnable  

f3 . (C)  COMISAF  stressed  that  while  the  situation  in  Afghanistan  was  "serious  and  deteriorating,"  the  mission  could  still  be  accomplished  with 
f4 . (C)  COMISAF  stressed  that  Afghanistan  and  the  region  were  too  important  for  the  U.S.  to  leave  suddenly;  Al  Qaeda  would  try  to  reestablish  i 

— FOCUS  ON  THE  POPULATION:  A sustained  focus  on  winning  the  support  of  the  Afghan  people  as  the  primary  objective;  the  coalition  needs  to  take 

— ANSF  IN  THE  LEAD:  The  coalition's  main  effort  would  be  ANSF  development  and  partnering.  The  new  goal  would  be  growing  a force  of  400,000  (24 

PM  Brown:  Welcome  ANSF  Focus,  But  Who  Pays  Over  Long-Term? 

J5 . (C)  PM  Brown  said  he  welcomed  the  ANSF  focus  and  plans  for  expansion,  which  the  UK  government  would  support.  He  questioned,  however,  the  lc 
Message  to  Karzai  and  Abdullah  

f6 . (C)  The  PM  noted  that  he  recently  had  telephone  conversations  with  both  President  Karzai  and  leading  KABUL  00002810  002  OF  003  opponent,  Al 
Taliban  Outreach,  Near-Term  Next  Administration  Goals  

f7 . (C)  The  PM  inquired  about  efforts  to  reintegrate  Taliban  fighters.  The  Ambassador  noted  that  President  Karzai  and  all  major  candidates  had 
International  Commitment,  Burden  Sharing  

f. 8 . (C)  PM  Brown  questioned  how  possible  Dutch  and  Canadian  departures  would  affect  the  new  strategy  — "would  there  be  extra  burden  sharing  bj 
Civilian  Increase  

f9 . (C)  The  PM  inquired  about  additional  civilian  capabilities  and  tasks  envisioned  alongside  any  increase  in  military  commitments.  The  Ambasss 
Public  Opinion  and  Metrics?  

f.10.  (C)  The  PM  said  efforts  in  Afghanistan  would  have  to  be  measured  in  a timeline  of  months,  not  years,  and  that  agreed  upon  metrics  would  be 
f.11.  (C)  PM  Brown  asked  about  the  Administration's  likely  timeline  for  a decision  on  COMISAF 's  resource  request  and  KABUL  00002810  003  OF  003  c 

f.12.  (C)  The  PM  stressed,  in  conclusion,  that  the  UK  viewed  its  role  and  position  as  the  second  largest  contributor  to  Afghanistan  — and  that 

J.13.  (C)  Meeting  participants  also  briefly  discussed  a planned  future  operation  in  Mar j ah,  a de  facto  Taliban  safe  haven  in  central  Helmand.  CC 

f.14.  (U)  COMISAF  and  MEB  Commander  BrigGen  Nicholson  has  reviewed  this  message.  EIKENBERRY 


